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Abstract of Master’s Thesis Academic Year 2023

The Process of the Yasukuni becoming Controversy:

A Case Study of a Construction of Historical Recognition Issue

Summary

In this study, I examine how Yasukuni Shrine came to be symbolized as the "Yasukuni
Issue" and its development from two perspectives: "politics of memory" and
generational shifts. In the context of the historical recognition issue between Japan and
South Korea, prior research has already suggested that the generational shift to the
"Post-war generation" — those who have not experienced war — has an influence. In this
study, I define the age grouping of the "Post-war generation" and reveal through a
content analysis of newspaper articles from both Japan and South Korea how Yasukuni
Shrine became a symbolic issue in the "Politics of memory" during the 2000s. My
objective is to observe the causal relationship between this development and the
generational shift among major politicians in Japan and South Korea, analyzing the
discourse of politicians from the "Post-war generation" who have visited Yasukuni
Shrine. The findings from my research suggest that the references made by politicians
from the "Post-war generation" to Yasukuni Shrine are abstract, and this abstraction has
an impact on the symbolization of the "Yasukuni Issue" due to generational shifts among

politicians.
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